
COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
5/29/22

Ice Breaker (10min):
Help people to loosen up and share. Take time to go around the room and have people share
their name, how long they have been a part of Society Church and a highlight from your
week.

Opening Prayer (5min):
● Introduce time of prayer- After the group welcomes one another, open in prayer. Let

your group know what to expect during prayer time, something like: As we start our
group time I will open with a word of prayer, there will be a minute or so of silent
reflection and then I will read the scripture from Sunday and then close in prayer and we
will enter into our discussion time.

○ Open with a brief word of prayer- God we thank you for this time together, we
open our hearts to how you might want to meet with us, allow us to hear your
voice and experience your spirit at work. Come Holy Spirit.

○ Sit before the Lord in silent prayerful reflection for 1-2 minutes
○ Read the scripture listed below aloud for the group to reflect on.
○ Close in a word of prayer: God thank you for your word, come holy spirit and

allow us to understand what it means for our lives, lead us in our time of
discussion together. In Christ's name, amen.

Read this message overview to the group: (5min)
As we continue our Eastertide series we find ourselves at the ascension week of Jesus. Where
he makes one of his final appearances to his disciples. Jesus reminds them of their purpose to
“go and make disciples of everyone, everywhere, teaching them everything he taught and
did”.Then he floated away to the heavenly realm. Adsorbed into the now but not yet kingdom
where one day he will return from in blazing glory and vengeance against everything that
pollutes and ruins this world to finally make all things new. WOW!

Main Scripture Reference:
Hebrews 12: 1-3

Work though these discussion questions together (30min):
Pastor Tim gave us three points of encouragement as we pursue being captivated by Jesus.

Where does faith begin? // Attention
- Re-read Hebrews 12:1-3. What kind of imagery comes to mind when you read this part

of scripture?
- Does this help you give you greater attention to the journey of faith you are on?
- What might be something you are longing to experience or have your attention drawn to

in regards to your faith?



How is our faith developed? // Attention that is formed by affection.
Pastor Tim shared “Let us disentangle ourselves and throw off everything that hinders us from
running the race marked out for us. We throw off everything that hinders us by allowing our
attention to be fixed on the real Jesus and to allow new affections to grow in our heart towards
God. As new affections grow we are also to pull the weeds of sin in the garden of our heart so
they may not overtake “the race marked out for us”.

- Can you think of a time that your attention formed your affection?

Pastor Tim also shared
“What might be hindering us?
What are the sins that so easily entangle us and trip us up?
These two are intimately entwined together…
The word sin actually means simply to miss the mark, like an arrow that is shot at a target and
misses the mark. This is essentially what is hindering us from perseverance in the race marked
out for us, the targeted purpose God has laid before us.”

- What might be some practical ways we can disentangle or throw off some patterns of
attention that haven’t been helpful in forming your affection towards Christ?

What is the purpose of faith? // Attention that forms our affections. Affections that form
our directions.

- Read Ephesians 2:10. What might be an invitation you are sensing the Spirit of God
inviting you to become and do with your life?

Group Prayer (10min):
Spend some time sharing requests with the group. If you find that your group is larger than 10,
consider splitting into smaller groups, in effort to create space for all to share.

SHARED MEAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Our hope would be that Sermon Based Discussion Groups take 1-2 times a month to share a
meal and put Sermon Based Discussion on pause. You can do potluck style, meet at a
restaurant, order takeout, or prepare a meal. Get creative and have fun with it! Here are some
suggested discussion starters for weeks you want to do a shared meal and prayer.

● How are you coming into our time/dinner/group today?
● What is a way you have experienced God this week?
● What are some highs and lows from your week?
● What might be something you'd like to bring to prayer tonight?

Prayer Times & Ideas: Pray for the needs mentioned during your discussion at the end of your
meal together. Introduce a time of prayer before dessert, go around and share prayer requests
and ask each person to pray for the person on their right. Ask the group to find someone to
share prayer requests and pray with and for before the end of the night together.


