
COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
4/24/22

Ice Breaker (10min):
Help people to loosen up and share. Take time to go around the room and have people share
their name, how long they have been a part of Society Church and share a favorite hobby.

Opening Prayer (5min):
● Introduce time of prayer- After the group welcomes one another, open in prayer. Let

your group know what to expect during prayer time, something like: As we start our
group time I will open with a word of prayer, there will be a minute or so of silent
reflection and then I will read the scripture from Sunday and then close in prayer and we
will enter into our discussion time.

○ Open with a brief word of prayer- God we thank you for this time together, we
open our hearts to how you might want to meet with us, allow us to hear your
voice and experience your spirit at work. Come Holy Spirit.

○ Sit before the Lord in silent prayerful reflection for 1-2 minutes
○ Read the scripture listed below aloud for the group to reflect on.
○ Close in a word of prayer: God thank you for your word, come holy spirit and

allow us to understand what it means for our lives, lead us in our time of
discussion together. In Christ's name, amen.

Main Scriptures from Sunday:
Luke 24:13-34

Read this message overview to the group: (5min)
This Sunday we continued in our new series “Eastertide”. This time between resurrection and
Jesus' ascension is called Eastertide in the church calendar. It is a time in between, a time of
celebration of resurrection, of feasting and encounter with Jesus, although he appears and
interacts differently in this season of his ministry with his disciples.

The church inbetween the time of Jesus' resurrection and ascension was flying blind. The Spirit
had not yet been given to the church. Jesus was starting to rebuild people’s faith through
personal embodied visitation, but their experience was different than what they were familiar
with. It was a confusing time, the church was massively disoriented and confused.

So much of this disorientation feels relevant today, don’t you think?

Pastor Tim posed the question, “What do we do? How do we get through to the other side? How
do we regain some perspective and clarity around the following the way of Jesus today?”

In desperate times we crave for quick fixes and quick ways of learning. And to be honest, we
want it all with little work, effort or surrender to the presence of God that engages our heart,
sould, mind and strength. Here is the encouragement:

We have to slow down, take some time to adjust, learn to feel what is going on and allow God to
lead us. We have to develop a spiritual life that knows how to navigate our way through as the



Spirit leads us one moment at a time. We must practice the presence of God together,
especially during these times where there is no clear path ahead on which to walk on.

Work though these discussion questions together (30min):
Let’s spend some time working through these questions together. But first…Is
there anything that sticks out for you in the main portion of scripture from Luke?

Unlearning Quick Fix Christianity
Pastor Tim posed this statement, “I believe Jesus is less interested in fixing the situations that
surround us and more interested at fixing what has caused those situations. He desires to start
at the heart level, the root, the source.”

● In order to subvert the quick fix Christianity mentality, what are some ways we can get to
the root of the issue? What are some potential challenges that could arise? How has this
been experienced in your life?

● “Maybe your response to God today is: God, have you not heard the things that have
taken place, in my family, at my place of work, in my city, in my state, in this nation?
God’s response: What things? This is an invitation to give them a name, call them out,
bring the pain, bring your brokenness, betrayal, grief and loss into the light. Bring your
disappointment, bring your theological misunderstandings. Bring them to God, and
experience the healing, explanation, clarity and love of God as you do.”  What are some
practical ways we can embody this?

Growing in Our Knowing Of God
In Luke’s Gospel we get three stories that all take place in one day: early morning at the tomb,
afternoon on the Emmaus road, and evening in Jerusalem. And all three stories follow the same
pattern: People are bewildered, confused, disappointed, and fearful. Jesus visits with them in a
way they didn't immediately recognize. The reality is that these disciples did not understand or
personally know the Hebrew scriptures, and had not understood or paid attention to Jesus
teachings.

● How might this feel relevant today?
● In your experience how has the scripture been helpful to pointing you towards Jesus and

your understanding of who he is, his nature, his character, his way?
● What might be an invitation you are sensing God might be encouraging you towards as it

relates to His word? OR is there a longing you have in relationship to you and scripture?

Experiencing God Along The Way
“I cannot imagine how religious persons can live satisfied without the practice of the presence of
GOD. For my part I keep myself retired with Him in the depth of the centre of my soul as much
as I can; and while I am so with Him I fear nothing; but the least turning from Him is
insupportable.” Brother Lawrence, The Practice of the Presence of God

● How are we discovering Jesus as we go, along the way?
● What are our along the way moments that we might need to be more open to

encountering Jesus amidst?

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2133549


Group Prayer (10min):
● Go around the circle and share any prayer needs or requests. This week as the group

leader, pray through the requests that were shared. Let the group know that in future
weeks we will take time to pray together.

SHARED MEAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Our hope would be that Sermon Based Discussion Groups take 1-2 times a month to share a
meal and put Sermon Based Discussion on pause. You can do potluck style, meet at a
restaurant, order takeout, or prepare a meal. Get creative and have fun with it! Here are some
suggested discussion starters for weeks you want to do a shared meal and prayer.

● How are you coming into our time/dinner/group today?
● What is a way you have experienced God this week?
● What are some highs and lows from your week?
● What might be something you'd like to bring to prayer tonight?

Prayer Times & Ideas: Pray for the needs mentioned during your discussion at the end of your
meal together. Introduce a time of prayer before dessert, go around and share prayer requests
and ask each person to pray for the person on their right. Ask the group to find someone to
share prayer requests and pray with and for before the end of the night together.


