
COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
4/17/22

Ice Breaker (10min):
Help people to loosen up and share. Take time to go around the room and have people share
their name, how long they have been a part of Society Church and what they did for Easter.
Opening Prayer (5min):

● Introduce time of prayer- After the group welcomes one another, open in prayer. Let
your group know what to expect during prayer time, something like: As we start our
group time I will open with a word of prayer, there will be a minute or so of silent
reflection and then I will read the scripture from Sunday and then close in prayer and we
will enter into our discussion time.

○ Open with a brief word of prayer- God we thank you for this time together, we
open our hearts to how you might want to meet with us, allow us to hear your
voice and experience your spirit at work. Come Holy Spirit.

○ Sit before the Lord in silent prayerful reflection for 1-2 minutes
○ Read the scripture listed below aloud for the group to reflect on.
○ Close in a word of prayer: God thank you for your word, come holy spirit and

allow us to understand what it means for our lives, lead us in our time of
discussion together. In Christ's name, amen.

Main Scriptures from Sunday:
John 20:1-2; 10-18

Read this message overview to the group: (5min)
Happy Easter! This Sunday we celebrated Easter and kicked off our new series “Eastertide”, a
season in the liturgical calendar where we focus on the life of Jesus after his resurrection.

Pastor Tim described our natural tendency to create a villain, victim and hero in our life and in
others. We see this being played out in the story of Jesus' death & burial. The encouragement
was to look beyond those tendencies and see a different way that was shown through the life of
Mary Magdalene. This was the ministry of presence.

“This ministry of presence opens our life to an experiential knowledge of God, a personal
experience that can proclaim Jesus is alive. I have seen him, met with him, talked to him
today. He is alive!”

Let's spend some time reflecting upon the message from Sunday and what this ministry of
presence may look like in our own lives.

Work though these discussion questions together (30min):
- From John 20:1-2 & 10-18, is there anything that stands out to you about this portion of

scripture?
- When considering our tendency towards victim, villain, hero; does this feel relatable or

what thoughts come to mind around these three tendencies and central people in the
story of Jesus’ death?

- Mary Magdalene played a unique role in Jesus’ story. Context to consider: Sister to
Lazarus (who was raised from the dead) and Martha (known for her laboring over tasks),



was radically delivered from physical ailment and 7 demons by Jesus, she was close to
the disciples, funded Jesus’ ministry, witnessed Jesus’ death and was the first one at the
tomb & to talk with Jesus after his resurrection…etc. Take a moment to discuss what
stands out to you about Mary’s unique participation in Jesus’ story.

- What might be some unique ways you’ve experienced Jesus personally?
- What might be some things you can proclaim “Jesus is alive” in your life?
- What might be an invitation you are sensing from God to participate in the practice of

presence with Him?

Group Prayer (10min):
● Go around the circle and share any prayer needs or requests. This week as the group

leader, pray through the requests that were shared. Let the group know that in future
weeks we will take time to pray together.

SHARED MEAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Our hope would be that Sermon Based Discussion Groups take 1-2 times a month to share a
meal and put Sermon Based Discussion on pause. You can do potluck style, meet at a
restaurant, order takeout, or prepare a meal. Get creative and have fun with it! Here are some
suggested discussion starters for weeks you want to do a shared meal and prayer.

● How are you coming into our time/dinner/group today?
● What is a way you have experienced God this week?
● What are some highs and lows from your week?
● What might be something you'd like to bring to prayer tonight?

Prayer Times & Ideas: Pray for the needs mentioned during your discussion at the end of your
meal together. Introduce a time of prayer before dessert, go around and share prayer requests
and ask each person to pray for the person on their right. Ask the group to find someone to
share prayer requests and pray with and for before the end of the night together.


