
COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
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Ice Breaker (10min):
Help people to loosen up and share. Take time to go around the room and have people share
their name, how long they have been a part of Society Church and a highlight from your week or
past weekend.

Opening Prayer (5min):
● Introduce time of prayer- After the group welcomes one another, open in prayer. Let

your group know what to expect during prayer time, something like: As we start our
group time I will open with a word of prayer, there will be a minute or so of silent
reflection and then I will read the scripture from Sunday and then close in prayer and we
will enter into our discussion time.

○ Open with a brief word of prayer- God we thank you for this time together, we
open our hearts to how you might want to meet with us, allow us to hear your
voice and experience your spirit at work. Come Holy Spirit.

○ Sit before the Lord in silent prayerful reflection for 1-2 minutes
○ Read the scripture listed below aloud for the group to reflect on.
○ Close in a word of prayer: God thank you for your word, come holy spirit and

allow us to understand what it means for our lives, lead us in our time of
discussion together. In Christ's name, amen.

Main Scriptures from Sunday:

Ecclesiastes 12:11-13

John 5:39-40

1 Corinthians 13:1-3

Read this message overview to the group: (5min)
This week Pastor Tim started a new teaching series we'll be exploring during the lenten season
called “Life Together”. If this sounds familiar it is because it is one of our recommended
“Rhythms of Life”. Life Together is the broadest category along with the 4th Rhythm which is
living a Spirit Led Life. This is intentional. But we want to give you some clarity and definition to
what Life Together could look like, some handles to grab onto and some practices to participate
with. There are 6 specific topics we are going to look at through this series: Learning, Prayer,
Hospitality, Mission, Creativity and Justice. This week he talked about Learning.

The beauty of learning in the kingdom of God in Christ is that spiritual learning is meant to
inform and transform our living and loving.

“In order to live well and wisely in the complexity of digital babylon- and thereby defuse anxiety-
we must build our muscles of cultural discernment: the ability to compare beliefs, values,



customs, and creations of the world we live in (digital babylon) to those of the world we belong
to (the kingdom of God).”

“To instill and transmit cultural discernment in digital Babylon, faith communities and households
must become robust learning communities.”

“How can we commit ourselves to putting in more time together to learn, to pursue knowledge
and beauty, in our current context? How can we meaningfully increase the number of hours we
devote to following our Lord in these trying and confusing times?” - Faith For Exiles by Mark
Mattlock and David Kinnaman

Pastor Tim shared 3 kinds of essential learning postures & 2 learning places:
3 Learning Postures:
Learning to understand ourselves
Learning to understand God
Learning to Understand others

2 Learning Places:
Learning in the Classroom
Learning in the Streets

Let's take some time to discuss each of these postures and places.

Work though these discussion questions together (30min):

1. Learning to understand ourselves : To become more aware of how we are showing up
and how that is affecting those around us is such an important way so we can better
know how to love our neighbor as yourself.
Take a moment to read Matthew 15:16-19

- Is there anything from that scripture that sticks out to you?
- What ways have proven to be helpful for you in discovering more about yourself?
- Is there anything you might want to learn more about yourself and how you are showing

up for others?
Encouraged Spiritual Practice: The Prayer of examine (Prepare, Invite, Review, Give Thanks,
Confess & Ask)

2. Learning to understand God: This is an invitation into a posture of learning about who
God is which requires faith to believe that God is personal and can be known.
Read Romans 10:13-17

- Is there anything from that scripture that sticks out to you?
- Tim shared this quote : “The Word of Scripture should never stop sounding in your ears

and working in you all day long, just like the words of someone you love. And just as you
do not analyze the words of someone you love, but accept them as they are said to you,
accept the Word of Scriptures and ponder it in your heart, as Mary did. That is all… Do



not ask “How shall I pass this on? But “What does it say to me?” Then ponder this word
long in your heart until it has gone right into you and taken possession of you.”
Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
How would you describe your relationship with scripture right now?

- What might be a longing or desire you have towards understanding God and His word?
Encouraged Spiritual Practice: Lecto Divina (Prepare, Read, Reflect, Respond, Rest, Resolve)

3. Learning to Understand Others: Pastor Tim shared these practical ways to help in
understanding others.

Initiate Relationship & Time
Take time to listen to others
Ask Good Questions and share freely
Reflect back what you are hearing to make sure you are understanding
Be present with others

- Upon self-reflection which one would you say you are most comfortable with and one
that you struggle with (No shame! We are all on a journey of growth)

Lastly, let's briefly discuss 2 important places of learning; the classroom and the streets.

Learning in the classroom: Intentional and Intellectual environments that thoughtfully consider
and equip us for how to live out an integrated faith amidst our everyday lives.
Read Luke 6: 39-42

- What might be some “classrooms” you are learning in right now?

Learning in the streets: Our learning must be grounded in reality. Our goal for learning,
developing spiritual wisdom and growing discernment is for it to come to bear upon our world
and our personal life as it really is.
Read Proverbs 1:20-23

- Who might be someone in your life God may be inviting you to learn from?
- What street smarts might you have to share with those around you in a loving, kind and

thoughtful way?

Closing Question:
- Out of the 3 learning postures (yourself, God and others), which one are you sensing is a

posture you need to lean more intentionally into right now?

- Is there a new spiritual practice you are curious about and would like to try? Consider
sharing that with the group and making a plan to pursue it.

Group Prayer (10min):
● Go around the circle and share any prayer needs or requests. This week as the group

leader, pray through the requests that were shared. Let the group know that in future
weeks we will take time to pray together.



SHARED MEAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Our hope would be that Sermon Based Discussion Groups take 1-2 times a month to share a
meal and put Sermon Based Discussion on pause. You can do potluck style, meet at a
restaurant, order takeout, or prepare a meal. Get creative and have fun with it! Here are some
suggested discussion starters for weeks you want to do a shared meal and prayer.

● How are you coming into our time/dinner/group today?
● What is a way you have experienced God this week?
● What are some highs and lows from your week?
● What might be something you'd like to bring to prayer tonight?

Prayer Times & Ideas: Pray for the needs mentioned during your discussion at the end of your
meal together. Introduce a time of prayer before dessert, go around and share prayer requests
and ask each person to pray for the person on their right. Ask the group to find someone to
share prayer requests and pray with and for before the end of the night together.


