
COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
3/20/22

Ice Breaker (10min):
Help people to loosen up and share. Take time to go around the room and have people share
their name, how long they have been a part of Society Church and what is their favorite meal to
make.

Opening Prayer (5min):
● Introduce time of prayer- After the group welcomes one another, open in prayer. Let

your group know what to expect during prayer time, something like: As we start our
group time I will open with a word of prayer, there will be a minute or so of silent
reflection and then I will read the scripture from Sunday and then close in prayer and we
will enter into our discussion time.

○ Open with a brief word of prayer- God we thank you for this time together, we
open our hearts to how you might want to meet with us, allow us to hear your
voice and experience your spirit at work. Come Holy Spirit.

○ Sit before the Lord in silent prayerful reflection for 1-2 minutes
○ Read the scripture listed below aloud for the group to reflect on.
○ Close in a word of prayer: God thank you for your word, come holy spirit and

allow us to understand what it means for our lives, lead us in our time of
discussion together. In Christ's name, amen.

Main Scriptures from Sunday:
Luke 7:33-35

Read this message overview to the group: (5min)
We are in a series called “Life Together”.  This series is rooted in helping us to re-envision what
it could look like to share our faith and life together and help us to further understand the critical
importance of this for our generation. This week Pastor Tim shares the importance of the church
embodying hospitality in and outside of the walls of the church.

“Generous hospitality cannot be substituted with a privatized version of faith, spiritual practices
only done in isolation or digital tools that attempt to supplement our lack of connection with
others.”

We need each other more than ever! The church is meant to be a place for people to come
together amidst a communal brokenness and experience the love of God, through the spirit of
God moving through the broken people of God and being pieced back together over a lifetime
through the word of God that brings life when rooted in the presence of God through the Son of
God.

If loneliness, isolation, a lack of belonging, purpose and friendship are at the core of one of our
greatest felt needs in society at large, how might our faith come to bear as a helpful presence to
the people we love, including ourselves?

Let us consider generous hospitality.



Work though these discussion questions together (30min):

Jesus holds the heart and home of generous hospitality. Generous hospitality is one of the
earmarks of the ministry of Jesus. We see Jesus coming from, going to, eating and drinking with
people on every other page of the gospel accounts.

- From Luke 7:33-35, is there any part of that that sticks out to you?
- What do you think the potential impact of hospitality could have right now in our lives?
- Have you ever experienced people who showed up and extended hospitality to you that

was life giving? Please share.
- Would you consider hospitality an essential part of the faith journey? If so, explain.
- What are some ways the church has embodied hospitality that you have noticed and we

should celebrate?

Tim gave us 3 Practical Social Prescriptions to help spurr us towards hospitality.
1. Let Jesus be God in our lives (Read Revelation 3:20)

- How might this be an invitation for you to show hospitality to God in your own
life?

2. Learn to love the church - Show hospitality to others (Read Matthew 25:35)
- At Society Church one of our relational values is to be “an inclusive community

not an exclusive one”. This means that even once we have found “our people” we
will continue to help others find “their people”. What are some ways you can help
others experience belonging within the church? Do you consider yourself as an
active participant in this as a part of “the church”.

3. Learn to love our neighbors - Get to know your actual neighbors by praying for them,
learning their names and stories and extending an invitation to share a meal.

- What would loving your neighbors look like for you right now?

Closing Question:
- After today/tonight's discussion around hospitality, how is this landing for you? Are you

finding it difficult, challenging, inspiring, encouraging, hopeful…etc?
- Out of the 3 practical social prescriptions, which one are you sensing an invitation to

move more towards right now?

Group Prayer (10min):
● Go around the circle and share any prayer needs or requests. This week as the group

leader, pray through the requests that were shared. Let the group know that in future
weeks we will take time to pray together.

SHARED MEAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Our hope would be that Sermon Based Discussion Groups take 1-2 times a month to share a
meal and put Sermon Based Discussion on pause. You can do potluck style, meet at a
restaurant, order takeout, or prepare a meal. Get creative and have fun with it! Here are some
suggested discussion starters for weeks you want to do a shared meal and prayer.

● How are you coming into our time/dinner/group today?
● What is a way you have experienced God this week?
● What are some highs and lows from your week?
● What might be something you'd like to bring to prayer tonight?

Prayer Times & Ideas: Pray for the needs mentioned during your discussion at the end of your
meal together. Introduce a time of prayer before dessert, go around and share prayer requests



and ask each person to pray for the person on their right. Ask the group to find someone to
share prayer requests and pray with and for before the end of the night together.


