
COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
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Ice Breaker (10min):
Help people to loosen up and share. Take time to go around the room and have people share
their name, how long they have been a part of Society Church and what their favorite food is.

Opening Prayer (5min):
● Introduce time of prayer- After the group welcomes one another, open in prayer. Let

your group know what to expect during prayer time, something like: As we start our
group time I will open with a word of prayer, there will be a minute or so of silent
reflection and then I will read the scripture from Sunday and then close in prayer and we
will enter into our discussion time.

○ Open with a brief word of prayer- God we thank you for this time together, we
open our hearts to how you might want to meet with us, allow us to hear your
voice and experience your spirit at work. Come Holy Spirit.

○ Sit before the Lord in silent prayerful reflection for 1-2 minutes
○ Read the scripture listed below aloud for the group to reflect on.
○ Close in a word of prayer: God thank you for your word, come holy spirit and

allow us to understand what it means for our lives, lead us in our time of
discussion together. In Christ's name, amen.

Main Scriptures from Sunday:
Matthew 9:35-38
“ 35 Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages of that area, teaching in the synagogues
and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind of disease and
illness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great,
but the workers are few. 38 So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send
more workers into his fields.”

Read this message overview to the group: (5min)
Pastor Caleb Crenshaw our guest speaker from "The Hope Community" shared what he
described as a "Heart Message". What does it look like to love like Jesus loves? He posed
these first few questions:
+ What does it look like to love a city, the way Jesus loves a city?
+ What does it look like to love your neighbor, the way Jesus loves your neighbor?
+ What does it look like to love, like Jesus loves?
Caleb shared 3 examples Jesus gives us on how he loves others. Discuss each point.

Work though these discussion questions together (30min):
1. Jesus "goes".



When death entered into existence, God had already had a plan for Jesus to come. Jesus
leaving heaven, to step into humanity, fully man, to experience the reality of our world, he came
for us.

● What does that stir up for you?
● How might that compel you, as you consider how to love others in the mess and reality

of life, to love others and go like Jesus went.

2. Jesus "sees". Seeing all people like Jesus sees them.
Romans 5:8
"But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still
sinners."

Take a few minutes to read the story of the Samaritan Woman and Jesus
John 4:1-38

● What sticks out to you the most about this story?
● What do you think about the statement "brokenness is ripe for spiritual potential"?
● Who are the people in your life that you need to see and listen to more intentionally?
● What might be some potential struggles you face when “seeing” others?

3. Jesus lays down his life.
Read Isaiah 58:10-12

The reality is that we mostly won't be in a position to literally give our life for another. Our "life" is
made up of many things; time, resources, talent, skill, abilities etc.

● What are you sensing God is inviting you to put down for your city, neighbor and
beyond?

● Do you find this difficult to do?

Lastly, Caleb shared this statement, "As we love, we too are also being changed."

Take the last few minutes of discussion time with a quiet pause of prayer (2 minutes of
silence). Consider these two posing questions, invite the Holy Spirit to speak to your
heart and mind.

1. Out of the three examples that Jesus gives us on how to love others (Jesus goes, sees and
lays down His life) which one do I sense is vital to my spiritual formation right now?
2. As I am learning to love others, how is God working/changing within my heart and mind?
What do I need to ask God to help me with?

Group Prayer (10min):



● Go around the circle and share any prayer needs or requests. This week as the group
leader, pray through the requests that were shared. Let the group know that in future
weeks we will take time to pray together.

SHARED MEAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Our hope would be that Sermon Based Discussion Groups take 1-2 times a month to share a
meal and put Sermon Based Discussion on pause. You can do potluck style, meet at a
restaurant, order takeout, or prepare a meal. Get creative and have fun with it! Here are some
suggested discussion starters for weeks you want to do a shared meal and prayer.

● How are you coming into our time/dinner/group today?
● What is a way you have experienced God this week?
● What are some highs and lows from your week?
● What might be something you'd like to bring to prayer tonight?

Prayer Times & Ideas: Pray for the needs mentioned during your discussion at the end of your
meal together. Introduce a time of prayer before dessert, go around and share prayer requests
and ask each person to pray for the person on their right. Ask the group to find someone to
share prayer requests and pray with and for before the end of the night together.


