
COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
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Ice Breaker (10min):
Help people to loosen up and share. Take time to go around the room and have people share
their name, how long they have been a part of Society Church and a favorite springtime activity.

Opening Prayer (5min):
● Introduce time of prayer- After the group welcomes one another, open in prayer. Let

your group know what to expect during prayer time, something like: As we start our
group time I will open with a word of prayer, there will be a minute or so of silent
reflection and then I will read the scripture from Sunday and then close in prayer and we
will enter into our discussion time.

○ Open with a brief word of prayer- God we thank you for this time together, we
open our hearts to how you might want to meet with us, allow us to hear your
voice and experience your spirit at work. Come Holy Spirit.

○ Sit before the Lord in silent prayerful reflection for 1-2 minutes
○ Read the scripture listed below aloud for the group to reflect on.
○ Close in a word of prayer: God thank you for your word, come holy spirit and

allow us to understand what it means for our lives, lead us in our time of
discussion together. In Christ's name, amen.

Main Scriptures from Sunday:
John 10:1-5
The Good Shepherd and His Sheep
10 “I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks over the wall of a sheepfold, rather than going
through the gate, must surely be a thief and a robber! 2 But the one who enters through the gate
is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep
recognize his voice and come to him. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4
After he has gathered his own flock, he walks ahead of them, and they follow him because they
know his voice. 5 They won’t follow a stranger; they will run from him because they don’t know
his voice.”

Read this message overview to the group: (5min)
Our guest speaker from Sunday, Pastor Austin Gohn shared a message of encouragement and
practical application centered on "Hearing the Voice of God". A common question we often hear
from people on a journey of faith is; "How do I hear from God?" It's often centered around the
need to make a big decision. We can possibly understand the concept and importance of
prayer, but the listening part can feel illusive or even mystical.

From our main scripture Pastor Austin points out...
You were made to hear from God.
Like a sheep in need of a shepherd.



"What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us."
AW Tozer

What kind of God are you thinking about God, when you are hearing from God?

(Optional extra discussion)
Read these 4 different views of God and discuss the questions below.

Absentee God - "I've already said everything I need to say." This produces low freedom and
low personal guidance.
Problem with this view: "Leaves out the possibility of personal relationship."

Helicopter God - "Get off there, don't do this, don't do that". This produces low freedom and
high personal relationships. Problem with this view: "Stunts the growth of their kids. There is no
room to make mistakes and make decisions, develop character.

Cool God - "You do whatever you want, I am just here to support you. Whatever you feel like
doing, I will probably agree with. (sounds and looks just like you)" This produces high freedom,
low personal guidance. Problem with this view: We need guidance, we will not always get it
right. Its better to have a good God, than a cool.”

Limited Free Range God - "Here are the boundaries, now go play." This produces high
freedom within boundaries, and high personal guidance that is not overbearing but there when
you need it.

When you think about your life present or in the past, which one of these feels most relatable to
how you hear from God? (No judgment.)
Take a moment to consider and share with the group as you feel comfortable.

Work though these discussion questions together (30min):
Pastor Austin encouraged us that although "yes" God can speak in an audible voice, God is not
limited to this. So he introduced us to his 4 part practical framework to help us hear God's voice
in our lives. Take time to discuss.

Practical Framework:
HEAR: What might God be saying to you in His still small voice>This is the Holy Spirit.

H - HEART
This is our inner voice, God speaking in your heart.
How do we attune our ears to hear our heart: Extended times of silence, to quite your outside
noise. Intentional time to be alone in order to turn up the dial of what is going on inside.
(Caution: our hearts can be deceptive.)

+ How is your experience with your heart and God's voice? Is this something you consider when
discerning God's voice?

E - EXPERIENCES
God will use the experiences/circumstances in our lives to reveal something. These can be
referred to as open and closed doors.



How do we use our experiences to hear God's voice: Ts?
(Caution: experiences can be misleading)
+ Do you take time to see patterns or themes to your experiences? Do you consider God to be
working in the details of your experiences?

A - ADVICE
What might God be saying through different people in your life?
How can I receive advice/perspective on what God might be saying through others: Seeking
wisdom from trusted relationships who have your best in mind. Seeking different voices to weigh
advice. This requires you to be honest, vulnerable and humble.
(Caution: sometimes people can give you bad advice)
+ How does this one land for you? Are you someone who likes to seek out wisdom from others?
Take a moment to think about 2-3 people who you allow to speak freely and lovingly into your
life.

R - READING
What might God be speaking to you through his word.
The bible is where you familiarize yourself with God's voice through scripture.
How can I hear God through His word? Regular time in scripture helps us to familiarize
ourselves with God. His voice, his nature, his character.

+ What does scripture reading look like for you right now? Is this a step that comes more easily
or more difficult?

Closing Question:
+ Out of these 4 practical frameworks for hearing the voice of God, which one might you

sense as an invitation to lean in a bit more?

+ Is there something right now that you are walking through that you are longing to hear
God speak into?

Group Prayer (10min):
● Go around the circle and share any prayer needs or requests. This week as the group

leader, pray through the requests that were shared. Let the group know that in future
weeks we will take time to pray together.

SHARED MEAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Our hope would be that Sermon Based Discussion Groups take 1-2 times a month to share a
meal and put Sermon Based Discussion on pause. You can do potluck style, meet at a
restaurant, order takeout, or prepare a meal. Get creative and have fun with it! Here are some
suggested discussion starters for weeks you want to do a shared meal and prayer.

● How are you coming into our time/dinner/group today?
● What is a way you have experienced God this week?
● What are some highs and lows from your week?
● What might be something you'd like to bring to prayer tonight?

Prayer Times & Ideas: Pray for the needs mentioned during your discussion at the end of your
meal together. Introduce a time of prayer before dessert, go around and share prayer requests



and ask each person to pray for the person on their right. Ask the group to find someone to
share prayer requests and pray with and for before the end of the night together.


