
COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
2/13/2022

Ice Breaker (10min):
Help people to loosen up and share. Take time to go around the room and have people share
their name, how long they have been a part of Society Church and what their favorite food is.

Opening Prayer (5min):
● Introduce time of prayer- After the group welcomes one another, open in prayer. Let

your group know what to expect during prayer time, something like: As we start our
group time I will open with a word of prayer, there will be a minute or so of silent
reflection and then I will read the scripture from Sunday and then close in prayer and we
will enter into our discussion time.

○ Open with a brief word of prayer- God we thank you for this time together, we
open our hearts to how you might want to meet with us, allow us to hear your
voice and experience your spirit at work. Come Holy Spirit.

○ Sit before the Lord in silent prayerful reflection for 1-2 minutes
○ Read the scripture listed below aloud for the group to reflect on.
○ Close in a word of prayer: God thank you for your word, come holy spirit and

allow us to understand what it means for our lives, lead us in our time of
discussion together. In Christ's name, amen.

Main Scriptures from Sunday:
Ephesians 2:1-10: “1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air,
the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3All of us also lived among them at
one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the
rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4But because of his great love for us, God, who is
rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by
grace you have been saved. 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by
grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

Matthew 5:13-16: 13: “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it
be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot. 14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither
do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light
to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”

1 John 1:5-10: “5This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light;
in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the
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darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all b sin.
8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

Read this message overview to the group: (5min)
During this two part vision series we have been looking at what it might mean to be infectiously
possessed with a faith stronger than doubt, a hope stronger than despair and a love stronger
than hate. This week's message was called “STRONGER: Light in the Dark Night and
Intentional Rhythms”. We looked at the role of sanctification in the life of the church and
individual, the church as a campfire community in the dark night, developing an intentional
rhythm for the journey and the church as an enduring light in the darkness.

Work though these discussion questions together (30min):

● When it comes to the idea of sanctification (the ongoing lifelong process of our life being
made new in Christ) what seems most important and helpful to you about this idea?

○ Positional Sanctification- Our position through faith in Christ is that we are an
accepted and loved member of the beloved community of God in Christ.

○ Progressive Sanctification (Conditional + Functional Sanctification)- We
have a journey of becoming and a function to fulfill all as a part of the process of
becoming more like Christ over a lifetime.

○ Final Sanctification- One day on the other side of this life those who trust in
Christ will experience a final sanctification and experience life as it was originally
intended to be free from pain, suffering, sin, death and tears.

● What were the differences between the vision of a campfire community and the
moonlight community to you?

● Have you ever felt that sense of belonging described in the “campfire community”
description? If so, what was that like and how was it helpful?

● What might be one of the intentional Rhythms outlined on Sunday that could be helpful
for you in this season?

○ Consider Theological Foundations and Ethical Implications
○ Consider Sociological Contexts
○ Maintain a set of Intentional Spiritual Rhythms (Recommended listed below)

■ Life Together- What are the rhythms that will keep us connected to faith
in community. Sunday’s, Groups, Meet Ups, Serving, Social Justice,
Generosity, ect.

■ Sabbath- What are the rhythms of rest and delight that will keep us
grounded to our true self in Christ as a human being, not a human doing.

■ Daily Office- What are the rhythms of learning, prayer and contemplation
that will keep us centered in our journey of faith on a daily basis?

■ Spirit Led Life- How are we being led by the Spirit amidst our personal
life, family, relationships, work and world? How are we being a people of
the presence of God, who practice the presence of God?
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● Any specific thoughts or questions this message brought up for you this week? If so,
please share with the group.

● What might be one focus of application you can take with you into the coming week?

Group Prayer (10min):
● Go around the circle and share any prayer needs or requests. This week as the group

leader, pray through the requests that were shared. Let the group know that in future
weeks we will take time to pray together.

SHARED MEAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Our hope would be that Sermon Based Discussion Groups take 1-2 times a month to share a
meal and put Sermon Based Discussion on pause. You can do potluck style, meet at a
restaurant, order takeout, or prepare a meal. Get creative and have fun with it! Here are some
suggested discussion starters for weeks you want to do a shared meal and prayer.

● How are you coming into our time/dinner/group today?
● What is a way you have experienced God this week?
● What are some highs and lows from your week?
● What might be something you'd like to bring to prayer tonight?

Prayer Times & Ideas: Pray for the needs mentioned during your discussion at the end of your
meal together. Introduce a time of prayer before dessert, go around and share prayer requests
and ask each person to pray for the person on their right. Ask the group to find someone to
share prayer requests and pray with and for before the end of the night together.


